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School context

Butleigh is a smaller than average rural school serving the village of Butleigh and the surrounding
area. There are 81 pupils on roll and these pupils are organized into four mixed aged classes:
Reception/Year One, Year One/ Two, Year Three / Four and Year Five /Six. The proportion of
children with special educational needs and eligibility for free school meals is smaller than the
national average as is the proportion of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds.

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Butleigh VC Primary as a Church of
England school are good

® Links with the wider Christian community have a positive impact on the lives and
education of the children and relationships are strong.

¢ Religious education (RE) is valued by the school and as a consequence RE teaching clearly
contributes to the Christian character of the school.

¢ Children understand Christianity as a world faith and they demonstrate knowledge and
respect for cultural diversity and global issues.

Areas to improve

® Further develop and articulate distinctively Christian values in order that these explicit
Christian values impact on the daily lives of children.

¢ Extend the role of governors and staff in the strategic evaluation and monitoring of the
Christian character of the school. This includes identifying areas for improving the
Christian character of the school on the School Development Plan.

e Systematically develop the monitoring and evaluation of pupil feedback in collective
worship in order to have a direct and positive impact on practice. This includes
identifying opportunities for pupils to experience personal prayer and reflection.




The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good at meeting the needs
of all learners

The school motto is ‘Living, Learning, Growing Together’ and there is a passion amongst staff to
provide a caring and nurturing environment in which children can learn and grow. There is also
a commitment to support and encourage children academically, socially, emotionally and
spiritually. Children are able to talk about the values of the school. For example, they mention
friendliness and respect as important school values. There is a developing link between the
values of the school and their explicitly Christian foundation. For example, children can talk
about the Restorative Justice system in the playground and can link this to values such as
fairness and forgiveness. The quality of relationships is strength of the school. Children, parents
and staff talk of warm relationships and a nurturing environment. Parents appreciate the way
that older children care for and support younger children in the school. Parents also comment
warmly on the support from the benefice and the positive impact this support has on their
children’s spiritual and moral awareness. The importance of religious education is recognised by
the school community and the teachers of RE demonstrate an enthusiasm and commitment to
the subject. Because of this, RE contributes to the Christian character of the school well. For
example, children have a growing knowledge of Bible stories, often taught through role play and
practical activities, and of the life of Jesus. Recent investigative Bible work on the Trinity by
older pupils has had a positive impact on their understanding and this is an approach which the
school plans to develop further. Children are able to talk of Christianity as a world faith and
there is respect for people and cultures which are different from their own. The St Peter’s
project and link with Kenya has had a particularly profound effect on the school community,
providing a model of Christian action and prayer. The positive impact of this project on
children’s appreciation for global issues is noted by adults and children alike. A focus for
development at the last inspection included developing a shared understanding of spirituality and
since then staff have received training and there is a greater understanding as a consequence.
Because of this greater understanding, opportunities for pupils to explore spirituality across all
subjects are developing well. Children talk about spiritual matters with confidence.

The impact of collective worship on the school community is satisfactory

Collective worship provides a daily focus for the school community. Christian features of
collective worship include prayer, singing hymns, the lighting of a candle and Christian music on
entry and exit. The contribution of the wider Church community in collective worship is valued
by children, staff and parents. Many comment on the positive impact of the Open the Book
series of assemblies led by members of the Benefice and the recent visit of a priest from Kenya
through the St Peter’s link. Children write prayers for use in collective worship and a school
prayer is displayed at the front of the hall. There is a prayer box in the entrance hall though
several children are unclear about the use of this and its impact is limited. Opportunities for
personal prayer and reflection in everyday life are limited. A regular pattern for collective
worship is established and the Friday Good Workers assembly enables a weekly coming
together of school, parents and the local community. Parents appreciate this and it enables them
to feel included as part of the worship life of the school. Christian festivals are included in the
collective worship calendar. Improvement in the planning, monitoring and evaluation of
collective worship by pupils was an issue for action in the last inspection. This is developing in
Years Five and Six where children plan and lead collective worship. Since the last inspection
some pupil feedback on collective worship has been gathered through pupil questionnaires. This
practice and the implementation of follow up action are yet to become embedded in planning
for collective worship. The children are able to talk about God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church
school is good

The school reports being committed to its Christian foundation. The website, signage and
documentation clearly state that this is a Church of England School. Parents, the benefice and
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wider Christian community contribute positively to the school. One of the benefits of this
contribution is an increased understanding amongst children of local and wider global issues,
such a Fairtrade. The headteacher has a vision for the school based on positive relationships and
creating a warm, caring, learning community and her vision is reflected in the life of the school.
School values such as working together, showing respect and care are prominent. Staff and
pupils talk confidently about such values. However, the distinctively Christian character of the
school’s values is not shared or understood by all. Joint training with staff and governors on
developing spirituality, has been carried out and all new governors attend induction training
through the diocese. The impact of training has been most notable in the area of spiritual
development where a definition of spirituality is understood and articulated. This increased
awareness has enabled leaders to monitor and evaluate opportunities for spiritual development
across several curriculum areas. Governors hold a pride for the school and the children. They
are supportive of the school and visit regularly to find out what is happening and to offer
support. However, governors do not currently monitor and evaluate the distinctively Christian
character of the school nor strategically plan how this may be enhanced. Effective partnerships
with the benefice and other Christian organisations mean that children benefit personally and
significantly from these links. Parents and the community support the school well and the school
has a stated aim to further develop links with parishioners.
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